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Activities

Picture made by Crayford Library Chatterbooks Group with Julie Daniel based 
on William White’s gravestone in St Paulinus Churchyard
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82      Chalky the Crayford Swallow

An epitaph is a short inscription 
on a gravestone that remembers 
the person buried there.

Rudyard Kipling was a famous author and poet especially 
famous for writing ‘The Jungle Book’ based on his 
experiences of growing up in India. 

He drafted the epitaph seen on the graves of unknown 
soldiers:
‘A Soldier of the Great War Known Only Unto God.’  

He also selected the words used on many memorials for 
those with no known grave:
‘Their name liveth for evermore.’

Kipling’s own son Jack was killed in 
September 1915, aged 18. He found 
it	very	diffi	cult	to	cope	with	his	sons’	
death as he had gone out of his way 
to	encourage	him	to	join	up	and	fi	ght.		
To make matters worse Jack had no 
known grave. He searched for his 
body for a long time after the war 
ended without success. Kipling never 
came to terms with this. He wrote a 
poem and a short epitaph that hint 
at the anguish he must have felt.  As 
somebody who could understand the 
grief felt by so many families who had 
lost a loved one in the war he was 
asked by the government to choose 
the words that would remember the 
nation’s dead.

A Son

My son was killed while laugh-
ing at some jest.  I would

I knew

What it was, and it might serve 
me in a time when jests are few.

How do you think Kipling felt knowing that he had been the one that persuaded his son to join the army? Watch the 
recital of ‘My Boy Jack’ on You Tube before writing your answer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Db8zOE8jCE

William ‘Chalky White has no epitaph on his gravestone.  Could you write one for him?  
Some examples are shown below.

‘When you go home

Tell them of us, and say, 

For their tomorrow 

We gave our today.’ 

     
Here is the fi rst verse of his 
poem, ‘My Son Jack’:

‘Have you news of my boy Jack?’ 

Not this tide. 

‘When d’you think that he’ll 
come back?’ 

Not with this wind blowing, and 
this tide’ 

Activity 1 - In Memoriam: Chalky’s Epitaph

  Literacy: KS2, En2, 2b, 8c, 8d.  Poetry (Epitaph Writing) KS2, En3, 1d, 9a  

604172 William White.indd   82 26/08/2011   10:49



Chalky the Crayford Swallow       83

What were the major events in William White’s life?

How was William White wounded?

How do you think he would have felt about the circumstances of his death?

How do you think he would like to be remembered?

Activity 1 - In Memoriam: Chalky’s Epitaph

Section 1
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84      Chalky the Crayford Swallow

Activity 1 - In Memoriam: Chalky’s Epitaph

Now try and write your epitaph for your soldier.  Remember the epitaphs are usually quite short, 
four lines are normally enough

Write a list of words or phrases for your epitaph.  (Use your answers to Section 1 to help you.)

Sort out my list of words and phrases. (Think about the tone you want to use and put them into order.)

The fi nal draft of my poem. (Ask	a	partner	to	read	what	you	have	done	before	writing	your	fi	nal	draft.)

  National Curriculum.   English:  En3 1b,c,d  5,b 9,a,b         Art and Design: 1b,5a    PSHE : 2e, 4a  

Why not type your fi nal draft of your epitaph into the virtual William White autograph book 
on the Crayford History website www.crayfordhistory.co.uk

William White got himself an autograph book so that visitors to his bedside could leave him messages 
to help cheer him up. 

The William White Autograph Book

Section 2
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Materials

• Cardboard

• Scissors

How to Make a Cardboard Cross

• Photocopy this page.

• Cut out all of the shapes.

• Trace the outline of the cross onto cardboard twice

• Stick the cross below onto side 1 of the card

• Paint the side 2 of the cross white

• Glue your epitaph onto the middle part of the cross on side 2.

• Put a skewer between the two cardboard crosses 
and staple the top and bottom of the cross.  Ask your 
teacher to help you.

Materials

• Red paper

• Black marker

• Scissors

• Glue

How to Make a Poppy

• Cut out the shape of the 5 red hearts.

• Cut out the small black circle.

• Join the fi ve hearts by the point to create 
the “petals.”

• Use the black circle to cover the connection 
point  and glue in place.

• Glue the poppy to the cardboard cross 
above the epitaph on side 2.

Activity 2 - Remembrance Cross

   National Curriculum.   Literacy/Design and Technology  

This is side 1
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86      Chalky the Crayford Swallow

Activity 3 - Not Forgotten

NAME RANK SERVICE 
NUMBER

DATE OF 
DEATH

AGE

N
AT

IO
N

A
LIT

Y

CEMETERY/ 
MEMORIAL 
NAME

ADDITIONAL INFO

William James 
WHITE

Private 9522 11/7/16 23 UK Crayford 
(St.Paulinus 
Churchyard)

Son of John and Phoebe 
White of 17 Star Hill, 
Crayford

Lawrence
 H Jones

Capt 4/10/17 25 UK Hooge 
Crater 
Cemetery

Capt Jones connection 
to St Paulinus was…

William 
Thomas 
AUDSLEY

09/02/17 20 UK Son of Edward and Ann 
Audsley, of 72, High St 
Crayford Kent

Robert 
BOOTH

Private 35 UK Greenwich 
Cemetery

Frederick
CRADDOCK

915317 UK Mikra British 
Cemetery, 
Kalamaria

Albert Victor 
DANES

15/03/17 UK Son of Thomas and 
Eva Danes, of 23 
Windbourne Terrace, 
Orchard Hill, Crayford, 
KENT

  NC: ICT 1b. English En2 3a, c. Geography 2c, d  

The soldiers below are on the St Paulinus ‘Wall of Remembrance.’  Can you complete the 
table using the Commonwealth War Graves website (www.cwgc.org)?

Instructions

1 Visit www.cwgc.org then click on the ‘Search Our Records’ option on the menu. 

2 Fill in the names of the soldiers listed in the table on the ‘Debt of Honour Register’.

3 Click ‘submit’ - You should see more information appear about them.

4 Use this information to complete the missing parts of the table.

5 Choose one of the soldiers in the table and click print a certifi cate for them.

6 Log onto The War Graves Photographic Project http://twgpp.org/search.php  
Type St Paulinus into the Cemetery search and you will see a complete list of all 
WW1 and WW2 war graves there. This site also sometimes lists information 
not shown on the CWGC site.
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Activity 3 - Not Forgotten

In Memory of 
Private WILLIAM JAMES WHITE

9522, 5thBn., The Buffs (East Kent) Regiment

who died age 23

on 11th July 1916

Son of John and Phoebe White of Star Hill, Crayford

Remembered with honour
CRAYFORD (St PAULINUS) CHURCHYARD

Interpreting CWGC Information:

1. William White was a Private, the lowest rank in the army.

2. William belonged to the East Kent Regiment (“The Bu� s”), and was in the 5th Battalion. 
A Battalion is about 800 men.

3. William’s army number was 9522. He would have known this by heart and worn it around his neck 
on his dog tags.  When a soldier died the number on his dog tags was used to identify him.

4. Date of William’s death. He died on the 11th July 1916, at the Dartford (Southern) War Hospital 
and was buried on the 16th July.  

5. This section shows William’s next of kin, his parents John and Phoebe White. The address shown is 
from the 1920s when the army issued memorial plaques to the relatives of dead soldiers..

6. Location of grave. William was buried in St Paulinus churchyard. British soldiers killed abroad were 
never brought home but buried where they fell. Many soldiers killed in World War One have no 
known grave.  They are remembered on memorials in France and often in their home towns.   

Information normally given here about the cemetery or memorial

Private WILLIAM JAMES WHITE

9522, 5thBn., The Buffs (East Kent) Regiment

Son of John and Phoebe White of Star Hill, Crayford

CRAYFORD (St PAULINUS) CHURCHYARD

Private WILLIAM JAMES WHITE

9522, 5thBn., The Buffs (East Kent) Regiment

CRAYFORD (St PAULINUS) CHURCHYARD

111

Son of John and Phoebe White of Star Hill, Crayford

333

555

222

Son of John and Phoebe White of Star Hill, Crayford

444

666

NAME RANK SERVICE 
NUMBER

DATE OF 
DEATH

AGE

N
AT

IO
N

A
LIT

Y

CEMETERY/ 
MEMORIAL 
NAME

ADDITIONAL INFO

William James 
WHITE

Private 9522 11/7/16 23 UK Crayford 
(St.Paulinus 
Churchyard)

Son of John and Phoebe 
White of 17 Star Hill, 
Crayford

Lawrence
 H Jones

Capt 4/10/17 25 UK Hooge 
Crater 
Cemetery

Capt Jones connection 
to St Paulinus was…

William 
Thomas 
AUDSLEY

09/02/17 20 UK Son of Edward and Ann 
Audsley, of 72, High St 
Crayford Kent

Robert 
BOOTH

Private 35 UK Greenwich 
Cemetery

Frederick
CRADDOCK

915317 UK Mikra British 
Cemetery, 
Kalamaria

Albert Victor 
DANES

15/03/17 UK Son of Thomas and 
Eva Danes, of 23 
Windbourne Terrace, 
Orchard Hill, Crayford, 
KENT
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88      Chalky the Crayford Swallow

4) There are a number of WWI memorials in the church. Find the one below and fi ll in the missing words. 
    When you return to the classroom fi nd this man on the Commonwealth War Graves website to discover 
    the close link he had with the church!

In proud and ever loving memory of

Captain Lawrence H Jones

------Batt :----------------------------------------------------------Regiment

Who was killed in ------------------------------------------------------------

Aged-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

This tablet is erected by his------------------------------------------------

‘I thank my God upon every remembrance of you’ 

Activity 4 - A Visit to St Paulinus

  Focus: World War One Memorials, Navigating a route using a map  

1) Points A, B, C and D on your map show the position of a World War 1 gravestone, including William White’s. 
    Can you fi nd these gravestones and put the names of the soldiers in the correct boxes below.

2) If you have time copy the information you fi nd for one of the soldiers onto the gravestone template overleaf.

3) Now that you have completed this task, enter the church and see if you can fi nd William White and the  
    names of the three other soldiers. Their names are displayed somewhere. Can you locate them?

B
C

A

D
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Choose one of the soldiers you searched for in the graveyard and write down any information  
you think is important on the grave outline below. You could even try and sketch the emblem  
you found on your gravestone on the template below.

Activity 4 - A Visit to St Paulinus
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90      Chalky the Crayford Swallow

Activity 5 - A Timeline of Chalky’s Life

William got shot in the neck 
and became paralysed. 

He was……….years old.

According to the census of 
this year he was living at the 
Curragh Barracks in Ireland. 

He was…….years old.

William was sent to Belfast 
with his regiment to protect 
Sir Winston Churchill. 

He was……..years old.

William was in India, after 
stopping off  in Egypt. 
War was declared this year. 

William was…….years old.

Williams’s parents were 
reported for persistently 
keeping their two sons off  
from school. 

He was……..years old.

William White died. 

He was……… years old.

William was working as a 
paper boy and went to the 
Army recruiting offi  ce this year. 

He was…….years old.

William was sent to France 
and wounded. Queen Mary 
visits him in hospital and gives 
him a razor and fl owers.

He was …….. years old.

William James White 
was born.

  History/Numeracy.  KS2, History: 1a, 5b.  KS2, Ma2, 2a KS2, Ma4, 1a  

Either cut out or draw a line in 
pencil to match the dates with 
the statements and work out 
how old William was at these 
very important parts of his 
life.  Read through ‘Chalky: The 
Crayford Swallow’ to help you 
fi nd the right dates.

Note to teacher: have a strip of paper for each pupil to stick down the dates and events to make their own timelines.

191519151915

190319031903

189318931893

191019101910

191119111911
191419141914 191519151915191519151915

191219121912

191619161916191619161916
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Activity 6 - The Indian Swallow

  National Curriculum -  Hist- 4a,b 5c,  Art and Design 1b,c  2c, 4c, 5d, Geog 2a, d, 3a,c,   ICT 1a, 5a,b  

Chalky White’s time as a soldier coincided with the ‘golden age’ of the postcard.  Postcards  
were sent by civilians and soldiers alike, from the lowliest soldier to the loftiest General.  
Many were made of silk, embroidered with specific messages and pictures for the person  
or people they were sending them home too.

Below are some examples of silk postcards embroidered with a swallow design.

Task 1 - Design a swallow themed postcard to send home to your mother Phoebe from India. 

•	 Use	the	‘Chalky’	the	Crayford	Swallow	story	book	and	Google	to	find	out	about	the	 
places Chalky would have seen in India: Bombay, Deolai, Madras, Wellington Barracks/Nilgiri Hills. 

•	 Once you have found some ideas linked to each place you can use them to develop your design.

Task 2 - Write your postcard home to your mother Phoebe in Crayford telling her about  
            India a place she has never been to. 

•	 Use your research to describe some of the places William would have seen.

•	 Try and use some of the Indian words that British soldiers like Chalky would have learnt.   
You	can	find	these	on	page	30	of	the	story.

However far they travel swallows will always return one day to their nest.  Why do you think this is such a suitable 
metaphor for William ‘Chalky’ White?
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Activity 6 - The Indian Swallow

  National Curriculum -  Hist- 4a,b 5c,  Art and Design 1b,c  2c, 4c, 5d, Geog 2a, d, 3a,c,   ICT 1a, 5a,b  
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  NC: En1 4a, b, 11a, c. En3 1a, 12   

Look at this photograph. William White may well have been transported to the Western Front on 
one of these buses. Imagine you are William having a brief conversation with the boy as he walks 
beside your bus for a while. 

 • What might you say to each other? How much can you discover about each other?

 • Think about what happened before this picture was taken and what might happen next. 

Finish this conversation in one of two ways:

• Continue writing it as a play script and then perform it. (Don’t forget to add stage directions in brackets)

• Improvise (acting without a script) this conversation by working with a partner. One of you is the boy 
 and the other is William. Where will the conversation go? What imaginative character can you create?  

William (waving to the boy to attract his attention): Hello there!

Boy: (Looking up at Chalky Hello monsieur! What are you travelling on? I have never seen these before.

William: They’re the buses we use where I live. What are you doing here?

Activity 7 - Who Goes There?
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Activity 8 - Plenty of Rain and Mud and Other Things         

  NC: En2 2a,d, 5e. En3 1c, 3,5a,6a,9a,b  

This is an extract from Lance 
Corporal Victor Sharman’s 
letter home to his mum in 
Sidcup dated 1916:

Victor avoids describing 
anything unpleasant. As far 
as his mother is concerned 
these are ‘other things’ she 
needn’t worry about.

• Why do you think he 
would conceal the truth 
about life in the trenches 
from his mother?

William White’s letters to his mother took on a similar cheerful tone.  

‘Our battalion is doing very good work out here, as you will see by the papers. I had a slight wound the other day 

but nothing to cry about…I hope to stick it to the end of the war.’  quoted in the Bexley and District Times 1915.

• Imagine you are writing home as Chalky White but this time to his brother John. 

• Write a letter where you describe exactly what those ‘other things’ are.

• Use the template to write your fi nal draft.

• Read pages 50-56 of the ‘Chalky’ the Crayford Swallow story to help you write about life in the trenches.  

• You might also want to ask your teacher if they can select some clips about life in the trenches for 
you to see on You Tube.  You can fi nd some really useful (and funny!) ones by searching for either 
the BBC’s Horrible Histories: Frightful First World or for Black Adder Goes Forth.
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Activity 8 - Plenty of Rain and Mud and Other Things         
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Find out more about Crayford’s history and the story 
of William White on www.crayfordhistory.co.uk  
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